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Skurfer™ Water Ski Boards 

INSTRUCTIONS 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR RECENT PURCHASE! 

You may not know it just yet, but your new SKURFER™ Water Ski 
Board is about to open up a side of you that you may not have known 
existed We’ve taken the best aspects of two exciting sports, Surfing 
and Water Skiing, and matched them together into one carefully de- 
signed product The result — the MOST versatile water ski product 
available today. You can perform Wake Jumps, Slalom Turns, wake 
“Skurfing,” and even “Hang Fives.” Until you’ve “Skurfed,” you haven’t 
really been towed behind a boat 

If you can get up on a single slalom ski you already know how to use a 
SKURFER™. If you haven’t ever used a slalom ski — not to worry — a 
SKURFER™ is easier to start on than a regular ski, due to almost twice 
the planing surface. You’ve never come out of the water so easily in all 
your life. 

To help you get started on your new board we’ve included some basic 
tips that will make those first couple of tries easier. Once you’ve 
mastered the basic riding techniques, you’ll be ready to start exploring 
all the capabilities of your SKURFER™ — your only limit is your 
imagination! 









PRE-START INSTRUCTIONS: 

Check all your equipment before entering the water. 

1. Make sure that the front footstrap is adjusted to the proper 
position (See SKURFER™ FOOTSTRAP SYSTEM). 

2. Always use a proper Coast Guard approved flotation vest 

3. Ski Gloves are highly recommended. 

4. The most versatile rope length is between 35 and 45 feet 

DEEPWATER START INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Begin with both hands on a single rope handle and both feet in 
the straps. 

2. Lie on your back placing the rope perpendicular to — and over— 
the middle of the board. Knees are bent. 

At this point you should notice that a SKURFER™ is more buoyant than 

a regular water ski. This will make starting easier. 

3. With the board pushed out in front of you, indicate for the driver to 
proceed slowly dragging you along in a prone position. This step 
is to accustom yourself with the different feel of a SKURFER™. 
Once comfortable, hit it 

4. As the boat accelerates, remain in a crouched position until you 
feel the board planing off underneath you. 

5. As you begin to plane, sink the tail of the board with your rear foot 
and lean back, keeping your shoulders behind your hips. 

6. At this point the board will begin to straighten out, weight can be 
shifted slightly forward, and legs should be fully extended to gain 
maximum control of the board. 

7. When out of the water, stand in a slightly bent-kneed stance, 
leaning slightly to the rear. A slight rear-foot heel-and-toe action 
will induce the board to turn. 

BEACH START INSTRUCTIONS: 

If you can beach start a water ski — you can beach start a SKURFER™. 

1. Begin with 1 0 to 1 5 feet of slack in the tow rope. 

2. Place your front foot in the front foot strap and balance on your 
rear foot in Vk feet of water. 

3. Hit it 

4. After the boat has accelerated the slack out of the line, a slight 
jerk in your shoulders will be felt Keeping the line low, place your 
back foot on the rear of the board. IMPORTANT: it is not 
necessary to place your back foot immediately into the rear strap. 

5. Once in control, slide your rear foot into the strapi 



SKURFER™ FOOTSTRAP SYSTEM 

Scenario: 

You’ve just spent 1 V 2 hours driving 200 miles to your favorite lake, so 
anxious to try your new SKURFER™ that you drove half way there be- 
fore realizing you’ve forgotten the boat Once there, you dive into the 
water before discovering that your new SKURFER™ has been set up 
to accommodate the right-foot-forward rider, not you and your left- 
foot-forward stance. 

PROBLEM? NO PROBLEM 

The answer is adjustable straps. 

And, of course we thought of that, too! 

They may look and feel permanently attached to the board. . . but looks 
can be deceiving. They are easy to remove and replace. The key is to 
ALWAYS make sure that both the board and strap are sufficiently wet 
before starting. Just follow these simple instructions. 


FOOTSTRAP INSTALLATION: 


Figure 1 
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FLAP 
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Slide the neoprene cover up approximately 2 
inches so that the entire split at one end of the 
strap is visible. (Figure 1) 



2. Insert the nub only into the proper insert with the 
nub facing the inside strap Force the nub under 
the lip of the insert (Figure 2) 


Figure 2 



3. Making sure to keep the nub under the lip of the 
insert, direct the entire bottom edge of the flap into 
the remaining open area of the insert (Figure 3) 

Figure 3 


4. Slide the flap into the insert (Figure 4) 


Figure 4 


5. Repeat procedures 1 through 4 on opposite end of 
strap. 


FOOTSTRAP REMOVAL: 

1. Using your forefinger, pry the flap up and out of the insert 

2. Slide the nub away from the lip of the insert and remove. 

3. Repeat procedures 1 and 2 on the opposite end of strap. 

NOTE: The rear footstrap need never be removed unless you desire to use 
the board with no footstraps at all. (Yes, it can be done!) 
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SKURFEFT WATER SKI BOARD 

— 6 MONTH LIMITED WARRANTY — 

SKURFER™, INC. warrants all Skurfer™ Water Ski Boards to be free from defects in materials 
and workmanship for a period of six (6) months from the date of purchase effective upon 
warranty registration at SKURFER™, INC., 291 7 Mission Blvd, San Diego, California 92109. 

SKURFER™, INC. will repair or replace at its option any Skurfer™ Water Ski Board that has 
been found to be defective in either materials or workmanship SKURFER™, INC. will not 
honor any warranty claims resulting from misuse or abuse or normal wear and tear. 

For warranty service the Skurfer™ Water Ski Board must be returned to SKURFER™, INC, 
freight prepaid. 

Please examine all goods upon receipt and notify SKURFER™, I NC. in writing within seven (7) 
days of any defects or faults Failure to do so within this period will be taken as an indication 
the product is in good working order and condition. 

For Your Records: Date Purchased 


WARRANTY REGISTRATION CARD 


Fill out and mail within 30 days — please print 


Buyer's Name 

Buyer's Address 

City 

Buyer's Age 

Number of Water Ski Days per Year 

□ 1 -6 days 

□ 7-13 days 

□ 1 4-20 days 

□ 21 and over 

Date of Purchase 


_ State Zip 

Sex □ Male □ Female 

Place of Purchase: 

□ Specialty Water Ski Shop 

□ Catalog 

□ Marine Dealer 

□ Sporting Goods Store 


Dealer's Name Phone ( ) 

Dealer's Address 

City State Zip 



PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 



SKURFER™, INC. 

2917 Mission Boulevard 
San Diego, California 92109 



Getting Air And Backside 
Jumping 

by Tony Finn 



SKIBOARD TIP 


G etting air is fun! In countless 
sports from water skiing to skate- 
boarding, and from skydiving to gym- 
nastics, everybody loves that feeling 
you get when airborne. 

Jumping on a skiboard is exciting 
and easy. It is a unique experience that 
is almost indescribable to someone 
who has never experienced it. I guess 
you'll have to try it for yourself. 

Your stance on the board is always 
like the one used by surfers and sail- 
boarders, no matter what tricks you are 
performing. When skiboarding, there is 
a definite difference in your maneuvers, 
depending on whether you are facing 
toward or away from the wake. When 
you are facing toward the wake, you are 
riding “front side," and when you are 
facing away from the wake, you are rid- 
ing “backside." 

Although you can jump the wake 
from either side, you can get a lot more 
air from the backside. Shorten up the 
rope length to about 40 feet and keep 
the boat speed at approximately 18 
mph. The shorter rope length and 
slower boat speed combine to create a 
wake that's wonderful to jump. 

I.The first thing to do is make a hard 
backside turn. Go as far away from the 
wake as you can. Then, by shifting your 
weight on your heels, head back toward 
the wake. 

2 . Bend your legs and lean back. The 
object is to hit the wake at as close to a 
90 degree angle as possible. Get in a 
crouched position, pull hard on the 
rope and keep the board on it's rail. 

3 . Just as you hit the wake, jump. The 
motion is similar to a standing broad- 
jump. Make sure that your feet are 
snuggly in the straps. 

4 . HANG ON! Keep your head up 
and enjoy it. You can kick your legs up 
for backscratchers or mule kicks. This 
will lengthen your air time. You can let 
go with your backhand. 

5 . When coming down for a landing, 
it is of utmost importance to keep the 


skiboard tip up. By keeping the board's 
tip up and staying in a fairly crouched 
position, you will set yourself up for a 
safe landing. 

6 . Land with the skiboard’s tail first. 
Once the fin hits the water, it will stabi- 
lize the board. Also, keep your legs 
bent and use them as shock absorbers. 


The side-on stance and the board's 
light weight combine to make it easy to 
get plenty of air. You'll be surprised at 
how easy the skiboard lifts off the water. 

You'll be able to experience the thrill 
of jumping higher and farther than you 
ever thought possible. Within a few 
days, you’ll be clearing both wakes, and 



with lots of practice, you may even be 
able to perform 1 80's and 360’s. 


Tony Finn is the California surfer/water skier 
who manufactures the Skurfer skiboard. For 
more information, contact him at 291 7 Mis- 
sion Blvd., San Diego, CA 92109. (619) 
488-7777. 
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Introducing. . . A New Toy 

by Tony Finn 



SKIBOARD TIP 


T hey've been called a lot of things in 
their brief history. Companies are 
marketing Skurfers, WakeMasters, and 
SurfSkis. In the past, we’ve tended to 
call them wake boards for lack of a 
generic term. But it’s time to name this 
brand new concept for riding behind 
the boat for once and for all — let’s use 
a term that creates an instant picture of 
what we want to describe: introducing. . 
.the skiboard. 

A skiboard is not a water ski so you 
can't ride it like one. They are much 
wider and more buoyant than water 
skis. Your stance is sideways, more like 
the way you surf, skateboard or wind- 
surf. Skiboarding is great fun for the 
whole family and it is very easy to do. If 
you are taught properly, you will be able 
to jump the wakes, do “off-the-wakes,” 
and perform slalom turns in a few short 
hours. 




But first things first. There are many 
exciting ways to start on a skiboard — 
beach starts, dock starts, submerged 
starts and for the more adventurous, 
backward flying dock starts. We’ll dis- 
cuss these as well as other electrifying 
maneuvers in future issues. Today we'll 
talk about the easiest way to get up on 
your board — the sideways start. I've 
taught kids as young as 6- years-old, 
men as fat as Santa Claus, and ladies 
older than my mother how to get up this 
way and they were all able to experi- 
ence the thrill of surfing behind their 
boats on the first day. 

The first thing to do is relax. This is 
supposed to be fun. Always wear a 
Coast Guard approved flotation device, 
use only single handle ropes, and use 
your gloves if you have them. Also, 
before you jump in the water, you 
should decide if you are right foot for- 



ward (goofy fopt) or left foot forward 
(regular foot). Most right handers are 
regular foot and lefties are goofy foot. 
(Editor's note: Is that prejudiced or 
what?) Usually; the position of your feet 
will be the same as you use for slalom 
skiing. The foot straps on most boards 
are easily adjustable for left or right foot 
forward — that way everyone in the 
boat can havefun on the same board. 

The most versatile rope length is 
between 30 and 50 feet and the best 
boat speed to perform this start is 16- 
20mph. However, once you get good, 
you can ride your skiboard from 12 to 
40mph and at; virtually any rope length. 

Step one: Jump in the water. Using 
your vest for flotation, place the board 
in between you and the boat and grab 
•the rope. 

Step two: (Picture #1 ) Bend both of 
your legs so that your knees are almost 



touching your chest, and put both feet 
in the straps. The board should now be 
floating on the water sideways with the 
bottom of the board facing the boat. If 
you are right foot forward the board will 
be pointing right and vice versa. This is 
the basic starting position and it is very 
comfortable. You should be relaxed in 
this position. Note: skiboards are very 
buoyant. Don’t try to submerge it. 

Step three: (Picture #2) Grab the 
handle with both hands and place the 
rope over the middle of the board. 

Step four: (Picture #3) Hit it! Slowly! 
The boat driver should put the boat in 
forward gear and start going forward at 
a fast idle (about 5mph). At this point 
you will feel some pressure on the 
board. 

Step five: (Picture #4) While keep- 
ing your legs bent, push down on your 
back foot. Keep your weight equally 
distributed over the board, pushing 
down on your back foot to point the 
nose of the board toward the back of 
the boat. If you do this, you will be up 
much faster and easier than you think. 
The driver should accelerate smoothly 
up to speed. 

Now, it's time to have fun. Once you 
are up, keep your legs bent, and point 
your forward shoulder toward the back 
of the boat. You can even let go with 
your back hand for a more fluid motion. 
The sideways stance is much more ver- 
satile than a straight skiing stance and 
you have full flexibility in your ankles, 
knees and hips. To turn left, lean left 
and push down on the right side of the 
board. It's that simple. Before you know 
it, you’ll be getting lots of air, blasting 
“off-the-wakes” and even inventing 
your own maneuvers. Each position 
provides a slightly different thrill. Try 
them all to see what you like best. 
Remember, on a skiboard, your only 
limit is your imagination. • 


Tony Finn is a California surfed water skier 
who manufactures the Skurfer skiboard. For 
more information, contact him at 2917 Mis- 
sion Blvd, San Diego, CA, 92109. (619) 
488-7777. 
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